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BOOK REVIEWS 

National Geographic Monographs, Nos. i—J. American Book 

Company, New York. 

The later aspects of geography, as dependent upon geologic 
structure and history, have not yet become incorporated in gen- 
eral literature, or in text books. To meet this need and to 
"supply to teachers and students of geography fresh and inter- 
esting material with which to supplement the regular text-book, " 
the National Geographic Society at Washington has arranged 
for the issue of this series of ten quarto pamphlets, appearing 
monthly. The authors and titles are the best index to their 
character and value. Major John W. Powell prepares Nos. 
1-3, upon Physiographic Processes, Physiographic Features, 
and Physiographic Regions of the United States. Others are : 
Beaches and Tidal Marshes of the Atlantic Coast, by Professor 
N. S. Shaler ; Present and Extinct Lakes of Nevada, by Pro- 
fessor I. C. Russell ; The Northern Appalachians, by Bailey 
Willis, and Niagara Falls and its History, by G. K. Gilbert. 
A later number will contain an account of "The New England 
Plateau, " by Professor W. M. Davis. The National Geographic 
Society, which has been abundant in recent explorations, now 
supplements such original work in a most proper and gratifying 
way, by illustrating in popular form the principles upon which 
the new geography is founded. The price ($1.50 for the ten 
monographs) puts them within reach of every teacher. 

Albert P. Brigham 

Colgate University 

Grammar School Algebra. By Wm. M. Giffin, Chicago : 
The Werner Company, 1895. pp. 128. Price 50 cents. 
This little work by one of the leaders in elementary educa- 
tion in the West should be examined by all teachers who are 
interested in the proper introduction of algebra in the grammar 
school. The author has set about to follow ' ' the well-known 
pedagogical principle, ' The primary concepts and ideas in 
every branch of knowledge should be taught objectively in all 
grades of school.'" In following out this principle as to ele- 
mentary algebra he has succeeded ; for this the book should be 
commended, and for this it deserves the careful attention of 
teachers. 



